
“There is a very high-minded tone to your question. 
Is there anything else?”

 
Some fifty views from artists, curators and academics on the ʻstruggleʼ of artists, the 
ʻacademicisingʼ of curating and the role of ʻfringeʼ art events 

THE BOOK
Should artists struggle? Do you need to have a doctorate to understand contemporary exhibitions? Is 
there really any alternative to the main-stream art market?

PILOT:1 is a unique publication, presenting a ʻvirtual congregationʼ of fifty professionals currently 
working in the fields of academia, journalism, art and curation. The bookʼs many contributors were 
asked to respond to the same three questions:

Q1 Isnʼt it naturally a good thing that emerging artists should struggle?
Q2 Why has curating become an academicised practice? What effect has this had?
Q3 Has the plethora of alternative or complementary art events become as conservative and limited 
as the main events to which they attach themselves? 

Edited to preserve as faithfully as possible the diverse opinions and styles of its contributors, Pilot:1 
presents a fascinating and eventful body of ideas, some conflicting, some affiliating. It is an invalu-
able research document, giving unique insight into the beliefs and convictions held by some of the 
most important figures as well as lesser known artists and professionals within the field.

The book is the first in a series of publications designed to accompany and complement the annual 
PILOT international art forum (www.pilotlondon.org), a new forum for unrepresented and emerging 
artists.

CONTRIBUTORS
Dr Michael Asbury Research Fellow, Chelsea College of Art and Design and Camberwell College of Arts; Gavin Baily New Media artist; 
Nicolas Bourriaud Co-Director Palais de Tokyo; Caroline Brockbank CAPRI 2004; Aileen Corkery Curator, Temple Bar Outdoors; Ross 
Downes Artist; Kerry Duggan Independent curator, London; Patricia Ellis Artist; Lohan Emmanuel Artist; Milovan Farronato Art critic and 
curator; Berit Fischer Independent curator; Rainer Ganahl Artist and writer; Babak Ghazi Artist; Carolina Grau Curator; Rosanna Guy 
Greaves Artist; Sabine Hagmann Artist; Greg Hilty Head of Art and Literature, Arts Council England; Len Horsey Artist; Elinor Jansz Four 
Corners Books; Deirdre King Gallery Administrator, Cubitt Gallery; Sharon Kivland Artist; Klega Artist; Jessica Lack Critic, Guardian Guide; 
Liane Lang Artist; Cedar Lewisohn Artist; Caroline McCarthy Artist; David Mabb Artist and Course Leader, MA Fine Art Goldsmiths; Bartomeu 
Mari Chief Curator, MACBA; Pil and Galia Kollectiv Artistsʼ collective; Anita Ponton Artist;  Max Presneill Director, Raid Projects; Nigel 
Prince Curator, IKON Gallery; David Proud Artist and Tutor, Slade School of Fine Art ; Juan Puntes Director, White Box; Jon Purnell Curator; 
Alistair Robinson Curator and Programme Director, (NGCA); Niki Russell Director of YAH; Giorgio Sadotti Artist; Edgar Schmitz, Artist, 
writer and academic; Dallas Seitz Artist and Co-Director, 1,000,000mph project space; Dave Smith Artist and Co-Director Jeffrey Charles 
Gallery; Edward Lucie Smith Writer and curator, UK; Tayto et Tayto La Pomme de Terre a Basé des Facilitators; Terry Smith Artist; The 
Superficialist International; Davina Thackara Editor, Public Art Forum ; John Timberlake Artist; Gijsbrecht van der Heul Artist; Gerrie van 
Noord Independent curator and Project Manager, Zenomap; Marcus Verhagen Art Historian; Shane Waltener Artist; Lawrence Weiner Artist; 
Annie Whiles Artist; Mark Wilsher Artist and Curator 
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